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Who Hunts?1

For the 18.6 million Americans 
age 16 and older who hunted 
between 2002 and 2006, hunting 
is an important and traditional 
recreational activity. Hunting 
brings families and friends 
together for wholesome enjoyment 
and responsible use of wildlife 
and habitat.

The men, women and youth 
who hunt are among the chief 
supporters of responsible wildlife 
management and conservation 
practices.  Through hunting license 
purchases and excise taxes paid on 
firearms, ammunition and archery 
equipment, hunters and target 
shooters fund wildlife conservation 
and habitat improvements. As a 

Slob Hunters
A “slob hunter” may hunt 

legally, but behaves unethically. A 
slob hunter will take bad shots at 
game, leave 
trash in the 
woods or fields, 
damage habitat, 
vandalize signs, 
and show 
disrespect 
toward natural 
resources, landowners, other 
hunters and nonhunters. 

A small percentage of people 
who hunt wild game are poachers 
and slobs, yet it is the behavior of 
these few individuals that most 
seriously affects public opinion 
about all hunters.

Lesson 1: Public Image of 
Hunting and Hunters

Objectives
In this lesson you will:

���([SODLQ�KRZ�KXQWHU�EHKDYLRU�
contributes to the public image of 
hunting. 

���([SODLQ�KRZ�WKH�SXEOLF�LPDJH�RI�
hunting may be different from 
the public image of hunters.

���([SODLQ�KRZ�WKH�EHKDYLRU�RI�
KXQWHUV�ZLOO�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�IXWXUH�
of the hunting tradition.

Legal Regulated Hunting
Federal and state laws and 

regulations control all aspects of 
hunting in North America. Hunters 
take to the fields and woods to take 
wild game animals during legal, 
regulated hunting seasons. 

Hunters do not poach or engage 
in other illegal and unethical 
behavior when hunting. They have 
a personal code of conduct for 
hunting—and they live by it.

Poachers
A “poacher” kills or takes wild 

animals illegally. A poacher does 
not care about hunting laws and 

regulations. 
When caught by 
law enforcement, 
a poacher 
faces arrest, 
suspension of 
their hunting 

license, and confiscation of any 
personal property associated with 
the hunting incident. 

Chapter Eleven 

PUBLIC IMAGE OF HUNTERS AND HUNTING 
Goal: To promote hunter responsibility for hunting laws, activities, wildlife and resources.

5HDO�KXQWHUV�DUH�
QRW�VOREV��DQG�WKH\�
GRQ¶W�OHDYH�WUDVK�
EHKLQG�

Hunters 
are not 
poachers. 

Hunters 
are not 
slob 
hunters. 
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In summary, people say that 
hunting is good when hunters 
use the animals they kill for food 
and when hunting helps manage 
wildlife. The vast majority of 
hunters in America (95%) eat the 
game animals they kill. 

What Do Hunters  
Say About Hunting?2

Why and how someone hunts 
may differ for any given hunt, 
and these preferences may change 
during a person’s a lifetime. 

Factors that change a hunter’s 
preferences include:
��$JH
��,QÁXHQFH�IURP�PHQWRUV
��9DULHG�KXQWLQJ�H[SHULHQFHV
��3XUVXLQJ�D�VSHFLÀF�JDPH�VSHFLHV
���5HDGLQJ�DERXW�KXQWLQJ�

adventures and techniques
���&KDQJHV�LQ�OHJDO�PHWKRGV�RI�

taking game and new hunting 
equipment. 

people who are less fortunate 
through donations to programs such 
as “Hunters Sharing the Harvest” 
and “Hunters for the Hungry.”

What Do People Say  
About 
Hunting?

Support for 
legal, regulated 
hunting in 
America is 
strong. About 
75 percent of 
United States 
citizens support 
hunting. An even 
greater number 
of Americans—81 
percent—
believe that 

hunting should continue as a 
OHJDO�DFWLYLW\��3HRSOH�NQRZ�WKDW�
scientific management is necessary 
to maintain healthy wildlife and 
habitat, and that hunting is a 
key part of responsible wildlife 
management.

Americans approve of hunting 
for:
��2EWDLQLQJ�IRRG������
���3URWHFWLQJ�KXPDQV�IURP�KDUP�

(85%)
���&RQWUROOLQJ�DQLPDO�SRSXODWLRQV�

(83%)
���0DQDJLQJ�ZLOG�JDPH�

populations (81%)
��3URWHFWLQJ�SURSHUW\������
��6SRUWLQJ�DFWLYLW\������

result, hunters have helped restore 
populations of deer, turkeys, ducks, 
elk and antelope to record numbers.  

According to a report submitted 
by the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies, hunters 
contribute $25 billion in retail 
spending annually and support 
593,000 jobs.
U.S. HUNTING FACTS
�������PLOOLRQ�KXQWHUV
��������ELOOLRQ�UHWDLO�VDOHV
�������ELOOLRQ�LQ�RYHUDOO�HFRQRPLF�

output
��������ELOOLRQ�VDODULHV�DQG�ZDJHV
����������MREV
��������ELOOLRQ�LQ�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�

taxes
�����ELOOLRQ�LQ�IHGHUDO�WD[HV

Hunters also provide food for 
their families and friends and for 

$�QDWLRQDO�VXUYH\�RI�KXQWLQJ�DFWLYLW\�
LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQ������E\�
WKH�8�6��)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH�
UHYHDOHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�IDFWV��
��������PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH����DQG�ROGHU�
KXQWHG�D�YDULHW\�RI�DQLPDOV�LQ�
�����

��������PLOOLRQ�KXQWHUV�SXUVXHG�ELJ�
JDPH��VXFK�DV�GHHU�DQG�HON�

�������PLOOLRQ�KXQWHG�VPDOO�JDPH��
LQFOXGLQJ�VTXLUUHOV�DQG�UDEELWV

�������PLOOLRQ�KXQWHG�PLJUDWRU\�ELUGV��
VXFK�DV�GRYHV�RU�ZDWHUIRZO

������PLOOLRQ�KXQWHG�RWKHU�DQLPDOV

(DFK�\HDU�KXQWHUV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
FRQWULEXWH�PRUH�WKDQ�����ELOOLRQ�WR�WKH�
QDWLRQ¶V�HFRQRP\�DQG�VXSSRUW�RYHU�D�
KDOI�PLOOLRQ�MREV���

75
 
SHUFHQW�RI�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
FLWL]HQV�VXSSRUW�KXQWLQJ�

SHUFHQW�EHOLHYH�KXQWLQJ�
VKRXOG�FRQWLQXH�DV�D� 
OHJDO�DFWLYLW\��
 

81

2YHUDOO��$PHULFDQV�KDYH�D�SRVLWLYH�RSLQLRQ�
DERXW�OHJDO��UHJXODWHG�KXQWLQJ�DQG�EHOLHYH�
WKDW�KXQWLQJ�VKRXOG�FRQWLQXH�

1  (Sources: NRA-ILA Hunting Facts��1DWLRQDO�5LIOH�$VVRFLDWLRQ³,QVWLWXWH�IRU�/HJLVODWLYH�$FWLRQ��
������1DWLRQDO�6KRRWLQJ�6SRUWV�)RXQGDWLRQ��2006 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation. U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.S. 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RPPHUFH��8�6��&HQVXV�%XUHDX��������

2  6RXUFHV��%DVHG�RQ�UHVHDUFK�RI�KXQWHUV�UHSRUWHG�
in The Hunter: Developmental Stages and Ethics, 
E\�%RE�1RUWRQ��5LYHUEHQG�3XEOLVKLQJ��������
����SS�
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anything for the day, wanting 
only fox squirrels, preferring a 
smaller or larger animal, or taking 
safe shots at each squirrel until 
reaching the bag limit before 
day’s end. 

Trophy Hunting
Hunting wild game offers 

many opportunities and is highly 
challenging. Some hunters take 
satisfaction in harvesting each 
kind of game animal in an area 
during the different seasons. 

Another hunter 
may choose to 
harvest only 
one of the North 
American big 
game species every 
year until each one 
is harvested. 

In addition, 
some hunters will 
hunt for years to 
take a particularly 
large game animal, 
such as a 6X6 
bull elk or a large 
whitetail buck 
with typical or 
nontypical antlers. 

Success with 
trophy hunting 

may involve travel to far off places, 
a large amount of money, and 
especially, refined shooting skills, 
because the shooting opportunities 
may be at long distances. Often 
hunters have their trophy animals 
mounted by a taxidermist for 
display in their homes.

Whether or 
not a hunter 
fills his or her 
daily bag limit 
depends on 
several factors. 
For example, 
while on a 
squirrel hunt, 
a hunter may 
shoot a daily 
limit or he or 
she may be 
satisfied taking 
fewer animals or 
even none. The 
hunter’s reasons for or against 
limiting out can vary, including 
simply not wanting to shoot 

0DQ\�KXQWHUV�ILQG�WKDW�D�GD\�RI�
hunting may involve one or more 
of the following preferences. 

Shooting
A gun (or bow) is the hunter’s 

main tool for pursuing game. 
Hunters feel a sense of satisfaction 
and responsibility when the gun 
performs as expected—helping 
to deliver a quick, clean kill. To 
accomplish that, practice at the 
shooting range is an important 
part of preparing for the hunt. 
Through practice, hunters can 
hone their marksmanship skills 
and understand their gun’s ability 
to perform. This builds confidence 
in taking shots when there are safe 
opportunities to harvest game. 

When hunting, merely taking 
shots for the sake of shooting 
the gun or bow would not be 
satisfying and may be unsafe or 
unethical.

Limiting Out
(YHU\�\HDU�ZLOGOLIH�PDQDJHUV�

set seasons and bag limits for 
game species. These wildlife 
harvest rules vary by the type 
of hunting equipment that is 
legal to take the different game 
animals. There will be seasons 
and limits for hunting game 
with rifles, shotguns, handguns, 
muzzleloaders and bows. 

+RZ�DQG�ZK\�ZH�KXQW�FDQ�FKDQJH�IURP�RQH�
KXQW�WR�WKH�QH[W�DQG�HYROYH�RYHU�D�OLIHWLPH��

3UDFWLFH�DW�WKH�VKRRW-
LQJ�UDQJH�LV�DQ�LPSRU-
WDQW�SDUW�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�
\RXU�VKRRWLQJ�VNLOOV�
DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�\RXU�
DELOLW\�WR�WDNH�VDIH��
HWKLFDO�VKRWV�

$�KXQWHU�PD\�KDYH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�¿OO�D�
GDLO\�EDJ�OLPLW��,W¶V�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHPHP-
EHU�KXQWLQJ�LV�QRW�D�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�HQMR\-
PHQW�FDQ¶W�EH�PHDVXUHG�E\�WKH�QXPEHU�RU�
VL]H�RI�DQLPDOV�WDNHQ�

,W�PD\�WDNH�\HDUV�IRU�D�KXQWHU�WR�WDNH�D�
EXOO�HON�DV�PDJQL¿FHQW�DV�WKLV�
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3HRSOH�ZLOO�QRW�WROHUDWH�LOOHJDO�
and unethical hunter behavior 
because it risks public safety, 
endangers game and nongame 
populations and destroys habitat.

$�PDMRULW\�RI�$PHULFDQV�������
believe that hunters violate hunting 
laws or engage in unsafe hunting 
practices. Half of those surveyed 
(50%) believe hunters drink alcohol 
when they are hunting.

3HRSOH�KDYH�QHJDWLYH�WKRXJKWV�
about hunters because of what 

they personally 
observe, what they 
hear from others, or 
what they discover 
in the news media 
and other sources. 

from being outdoors, enjoying 
the companionship of friends 
and family, seeing wildlife in 
their natural habitats, and taking 
game if the opportunity arises. 
At the end of the day, the hunter 
reflects on the most important 
benefit—the personal enrichment 
that comes from practicing good 
sportsmanship in the field.

Yet, regardless of personal 
preferences for hunting, the hunter 
always follows safe, ethical, and 
legal hunting 
practices.

What Do People 
Say About 
Hunters?3

Hunter behavior 
affects what 
people say about 
KXQWHUV��0RUH�
than anything else, 
hunter behavior 
will determine the 
future of hunting in 
North America.  

Method or Technique
Inventors and manufacturers 

continually produce different 
firearms, ammunition, bows 
and arrows for use by hunters. 
These new items may convince 
a hunter to use a new method or 
technique for harvesting game. 
Also, over time different states 
and provinces may change the 
laws and regulations for the 
kinds of hunting methods and 
implements that are legal for 
harvesting wildlife. 

A landowner that permitted 
deer hunters to use shotguns 
only might open up the land 
for hunting with rifles. Hunting 
deer over bait may become 
legal in some areas. One hunter 
might have relied for years on 
“granddad’s trusty, old 30-06 bolt 
action rifle” for deer hunting, 
EXW�PD\�VZLWFK�WR�D�����PDJQXP�
revolver if the state or province 
makes it legal to use a handgun 
for deer hunting.

%HVLGHV�WKH�
challenges with 
different firearms 
or bows, a hunter 
might only 
“still hunt,” use 
only a flintlock 
muzzleloader, 
rely on a blind or 

treestand, or use only a hand-made 
long bow and arrows. 

Sportsmanship
The overall goal of every hunt 

is to enjoy the total experience. 
Satisfaction for a hunter comes 

$IWHU�\HDUV�RI�
KXQWLQJ�ELJ�JDPH�
ZLWK�D�ULÀH��D�
KXQWHU�PD\�ZDQW�
D�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�
RI�FKDOOHQJH�DQG�
VZLWFK�WR�ERZ-
KXQWLQJ��

)RU�PDQ\��HQMR\LQJ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI�
IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ELJ-
JHVW�EHQH¿WV�RI�KXQWLQJ�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�PRVW�VSRUWV-
PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�KXQW�
OHJDOO\�DQG�UHVSRQVLEO\��
SHRSOH�ZKR�VHH�D�VKRW�XS�
VLJQ�PD\�WKLQN�DOO�KXQWHUV�
DUH�VOREV�
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have about hunters and hunting:
��)LUHDUP�VDIHW\
���/HJDO�DQG�HWKLFDO�KXQWLQJ�

practices
��:LOGOLIH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�SULQFLSOHV
��0DNLQJ�D�TXLFN��FOHDQ�NLOO
��&DUH�DQG�XVH�RI�JDPH

All hunters should have zero-
tolerance of bad hunter behavior. 
They should report any violations 
to conservation law enforcement 
officers.

Also, all hunters should make 
every effort to improve their 
personal knowledge and skills for 
safe and ethical hunting.

The great majority of sportsmen 
and women hunt legally, ethically 
and responsibly.

However, as the saying goes: it 
only takes one bad apple to spoil 
D�EXVKHO��5HSRUWV�RI�LOOHJDO�RU�
unethical hunter behavior quickly 
produce a negative public opinion 
of all hunters and threaten the 
hunting tradition.

Only good hunter behavior will 
make sure that hunting continues.

What to Do for  
the Future of Hunting?

0RVW�$PHULFDQV�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
mandatory hunter education—
taking this course—will help 
prevent illegal and unethical 
hunting behavior.

+XQWHU�(GXFDWLRQ�VWUHVVHV�DOO�
of the important concerns people 

�%\�WDNLQJ�D�KXQWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�FRXUVH��
\RX¶UH�WDNLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�WR�SUHYHQWLQJ�XQ-
VDIH��LOOHJDO�DQG�XQHWKLFDO�KXQWLQJ�EHKDYLRU�

3  6RXUFHV��'XGD��0DUN�'��DQG�0DUWLQ�-RQHV��The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation: Affirming the Role, Strength and Relevance of Hunting in the 
21st Century��+DUULVRQEXUJ��9$��5HVSRQVLYH�0DQDJHPHQW��8QSXEOLVKHG�PDQXVFULSW�
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